|MARCHZ2026 |

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE DIRECTOR’S REPORT




NEW BUSINESS LICENSES | FEBRUARY 2026

- * Always Fresh Kitchen Halal | 2/02
B * OurAging Services™ | 2/02
| :T:cucentﬁf' - Fabulous Fiber | 2/02
= “‘”““E'M‘ =k o Kankakee Islamic Center | 2/02
‘ L, o = e Yara Home | 2/02

' o My Storage Kankakee, LLC | 2/I12
e Green Pro Services* | 2/12
e Ravenspring Media LLC | 2/19

e Lunova Soma| 2/19

& Uatted ;

Resources for Developmental *

| Disabilities & Seniors

fllgf -

W Montenegro Construction* [ 2/19
Qi 22 1oL To DATe

*indicates home-based

- Kankakee -



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NAVIGATOR REPORT



| DEVELOPMENT INQUIRIES | | NLC CIE COMMITMENT |

e |7 NEW BUSINESS INQUIRIES Working on MOU with Chamber and
o BAR/TAVERN x2 Community Foundation to distribute the
o COSMETOLOGIST grant funds to the CEO program and

c BANQUET HALL the student membership program.
o CATERING

o SENIOR CARE X2

o CONTRACTOR x2

o RETAIL

o VEHICLES

o NON-PROFIT

o ENTERTAINMENT x2

o RESTAURANT x2

o LIGHT MANUFACTURING
e | LAND

o ZONING
e 3 RELOCATION

o AROMA PARK

o BRADLEY

o WILMINGTON

ATTRACTION REPORT



BUSINESS RETENTION VISITS REPORT

o DAMNTAP EVENTS. PRO-BUSINESS ENVIRONNENT FIRE. POLICE
o THE LUSH VINE [HANFERY AR ECOA LOGAL SUPPORT, EXPOSURE OPPORTUNITIES,
o ESSENTIAL SMOOTHIES RETENTION WORK

* KO MIDWEST CHALPENGE SRR e
o 7IRI FRESH MARKET INC. NORKEORLE ROAD SIDERAL K CONDILIONS

U)o 0] | [ed 120 L/a\ Y Ksy MAJORITY DO HAVE PLANS TO RENOVATE,
BLANS EXPAND, OR RELOCATE

ECDA LUNTCH N LEARN SERIES

HOW TO START
‘A BUSINESS

SPONSORED BY ESSENTIAL SMOOTHIES & CAFE

VA AVAAN

FREE LUNCH N* LEARN FOR ENTREPRENEURS TO LEARN THE
BASICS IN LAUNCHING THEIR BUSINESS IN KANKAKEE =

..... N APRIL?I 11:30- IPM

HSVP BY AF'FIIL Sl
https://ECDAstartyourbusiness.eventbrite.coni

DENISE SMITH v -

: VRIS,
F\@\‘\\ FOUNDER & OWNER, ESSENTIAL SMOOTHIES & CAFE |" /@

\*-c 3‘“‘ 7/"/ m




| MARKETING & ATTRACTION |

o 2026 ECDA Luncheon o Researching potential video services to help expand inhouse
o $4000 acquired in sponsorship (3/24) marketing and attraction efforts
o Public Sponsor Request Period: February 16-April 30 o “| Am Kankakee”
o SAVE THE DATE: JULY 23, 2026 o Planning period to relaunch in spring
o lunchn’ Learns o Jinterviews scheduled
o April 7: How to Start A Business in Kankakee with Essential e 1in pipeline
Smoothies e linkedin - 200 followers (+21/last month)
o May 5: Small Business Success with lllinois Hispanic o Avg Engagement Rate: 1/%
Chamber of Gommerce [workshop] o Avg Impressions: 300.6
o 2026 Total Attendees: 14 o Updated incentive booklet on website
o Website o Site Marketing Projects In Progress
o Housing Gounseling page: Live 12/29 o KSD Meadowview Site; Eastgate Parcel; East Court Site
o RERZ page: Live 12/29 e |nquiries
= Pipeline: Public Service; Business Retention o Sourcing site information for 2 developers
o Workforce data pull o Glosed out 1 inquiry
o Workforce Services; ILBLS; Grundy-Livingston-Kankakee
County Workforce Board

PROJECT MANAGER UPDATE



UNEMPLOYMENT DATA December 2025

LAST UPDATE FOR CITY AND COUNTY

'F’;"“i. ’l""q.
—LITY OF—

KANKARLL
8.9%

https://ides.illinois.gov/resources/labor-market-information/laus/current-monthly-unemployment-rates.html





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzsWIQeJZ7Q&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzsWIQeJZ7Q&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vzsWIQeJZ7Q&t=6s

KANKAKEE RIVERFRONT SOCIETY (KRS)

- ' Priority notes from Executive Director, Bill Yohnka: 'F ~ =
' e Working on Community Fundraising Events Z e

e New Goal: $250,000.00 in fundraising g L

e Legion Park Design and Engineering has started ' %

R

| Board of Director Meetings |
2nd Tuesday of each month | Ilam
At KVPD Offices

KRS City Representative
Alderman Mike Cobbs




Priorities
o 2026 Kankakee County Market Profile

o 2026 QI Report
o (2 Meeting April 9 @ Plate’D Social

e Thrive Magazine Released

OF KANKAKEE CC

B))EconomicaLL

Angela Morrey, President and CEO
/
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]
|
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DD aitiance

OF KANKAKEE COUNTY



https://simplebooklet.com/2026marketprofile
https://kankakeecountyed.org/wp-content/uploads/Q1-2026-Economic-Alliance-Report.pdf
https://issuu.com/shawmedia/docs/thrive_magazine_2025-2026?fr=sYWEyYjg4Nzg5NzA

AGENDA ITEMS:

e (Qverview of Chamber Blitz
o March 10-12
e (Qverview of Member Benefits
e (Qverview of Upcoming Events & Social Secretaries

UPCOMING EVENTS:

o WIN Luncheon: April I7 - Elizabeth Kubal

| MEETINGS | | COMMITTEES |

2ND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH DEI: LEQ
AMBASSADORS: DEVYN & LEO Ambassador Co-Chair: Devyn

".’E’m"'mﬁ %"ﬁ

e 000
KANKAKEE COUNTY

CHAMBLER O COMMERC



KANKAKEE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

| MEETINGS |

2ND TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
M A R c H z 0 2 6 L MARKETING COMMITTEE
1ST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
: REPRESENTATIVES:
o (ld Business DEVYN & LEO

o Website Updates
= Done for now
o Social Media - Women-owned businesses
o Art Committee - Mosaic Mural
o New Business

o Rent Match Applications coming in May
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RIVERSTONE DEVELOPMENT ZONE m
Quik Trip I/ll o

Demolition and Ground work has started.

Storage of America

Site plan approved; waiting for start date.

» HOTEL IS INTERESTED IN THIS AREA




EAST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE

-
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[EXIT 312]

Design and Engineering Phase Il is in process

HOTEL IS INTERESTED IN THIS AREA




WEST COURT ST. DEVELOPMENT ZONE

No Projects at This Time

COMMERCIAL SPACE AVAILABLE ON WEST STATION STREET
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Construction is ongoing

West Riverwalk

PROPERTY ACQUISITION PHASE - Awarded $990,000.00 OSLAD Grant

West Ave

STREETSCAPE DESIGN AND ENGINEERING PHASE - PLANS ONLINE
https://ecda.citykankakee-il.gov/perch/resources/2025-1-14-kankakee-west-avenue-streetscape-

improvement-renderings.pdf

905 S. Schuyler Ave



https://ecda.citykankakee-il.gov/perch/resources/2025-11-14-kankakee-west-avenue-streetscape-improvement-renderings.pdf
https://ecda.citykankakee-il.gov/perch/resources/2025-11-14-kankakee-west-avenue-streetscape-improvement-renderings.pdf

THE SHOPPES OF MEADOWVIEW
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The Shoppes at Meadowview Listing


https://www.cbre.com/properties/properties-for-lease/retail/details/US-SMPL-32762/the-shoppes-at-meadowview-1030-1190-north-5th-avenue-kankakee-il-60901

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT ZONE

Project Catalyst

No Update at this time




" BUILDING. PLANNING. & COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE
IPRIORITY COMMERICIAL PROPERTIES|

|JAFFE DRU G oncouar srreer
IRIVERSTONE CONVENTION CENTER| e erosecr ventuse
ISOUTHWE'S T| coaner oF coun STRET & SCHUYLER AVE

11933 E. COURT ST oemocowpLere
400 N. BLOCK OF 5th AVE
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RACIAL & ECONOMIC MOBILITY AGING & OBSOLETE ~ SWIFTLY CHANGING  DIVERSE & AGING
DISPARITIES INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY POPULATION
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